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He symbolically presents the situation at Cadaver in relation
to htepfaen in what he writes : 9? I see the respectable mansion.
I see the smog fortress of culture. The dears are shut. The
windows are shut. Bat on the roof the children go dancing for

ever9', a** Stephen, ths child of Nature has been subjected to
all kinds of restrictions by Mrs Failing at Cadover and yet he

grows unrestrained and flourishes with a radiant spirit In the
environs of nature.

The Elliots fail in persona! relationships and do not let
others succeed in them* This is the case with Mr. Elliot, Rickie's
father aad Ms sister* Mrs Failing, Both of them are envious of
Rickie's happiness, and try to shatter it for him. Rickie is
thus caged In his childhood by his own father, and in his youth
by his aunt. The truth of life is lost when he weds Agnes
Pembroke. He yearos for truth and kindness, though he can't
realise thtm.

The tragedy of Rickie is that he follows Mrs Failing in
looking upon Stephen as a symbol aad not as a full-blooded

human being even after he comes to know the truth about
his relation. Though Rickie desires that Stephen should know
the truth, he suppresses it tiader the fog of evil, thanks to the
Influence of Agues. But with his awareness of the symbolic
moment offered to him, and the necessity of seeing and accepting
that moment, Rickie connects with the ideal of life. It should be
credited to his Cambridge experience, its culture and literature,
which have nurtured him. However, under the strong but
undesirable influence of Agnes* lie rejects it. She is glad that she
can Interrupt him at the Rings from telling the truth, thereby
letting tbe symbolic moment pass for Rickie. What John Beer
says in this connection is Indeed relevant*

The sense of reality weds the earth to the human spirit, St
combines Imagination and a steady appraisal of 'things as
they are. * The effect of rejecting life In the symbolic
moment is to produce a small cloud of unreality which will,
if unchecked, thicken until it takes complete possession as
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